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IKIaQypad@wvtag TNV Katdotaon
TwV TPOoPUYWV Kdal diTouvIiwy
doulo otnv EAAAdGa katd 1n
OldpKela TG Tavoniag Tou
Kopwvoiou.

AyyeAoc Tpapouvtavng'

Tig TteAeutaiec Oekaetie¢ Kataypd@etal pa
OUVEXNG aufnon TwV EKTOMOUEVWY TANBUCHWY
Taykoopiwg. Me Bdon ta otoxeia tng 'Ymatng
Appooteiag tou OHE yia toug Mpoopuyeg (UNHCR?),
10 2022 umpxav mePLocotepo amd 100 ekatoppupla
EKTOTIOMEVOL, aplOPog o omoiog avapéveral va
avéABel og 120 ekatoppupla Katda to 2023.

Juvnbwg, Otav ouvteAsital pla avlpwmotikn /
TPOOWUYIKN Kpion, n OleBvng kovotnta avtidpd e
TN  OUYKPOTNONn  €VOG  pnxaviopoUu  TApoxNng
avBpwmoTikAg Bonbetag. TETOOC  PNXAVIOHOC
utnp&e Kal to mpoypappa ESTIA otnv EAAGda, mou
€ekivnoe va ulomoleitat kata to 2015-2016
TIPOKEIPMEVOU VA  OUVEICQEPEL OtV KAAUTeEPN
olaxeiplon Tou MPoo@uylkou {ntnpatog. Qotdco, n
oucoWPEUPEVN OlEBVAG eumelpia Kataypd@el OTL ol
pNXaviopol autoi evOEXouévwe va pnv €ivat ol mo
KAataAAnAol, Otav ol avOpwTmIOTIKEG Kploelg Oev
givat Bpaxuxpovieg aAAd mapdateivovral yia moAAd
XpOVvId 1 aKOPA Kal OEKAETIEC.

Me Bdaon tov mpoBAnuatiopd auto, n Maykoopia
Tpanela xpnuatodotnoe tn Oebvn €peuva “Social
Protection Responses to Forced Displacement”,
TPOKEIYEVOU va OlEPEUVACEL av TA OUOTAUATA
KOIWVWVIKNG TpOooTaciag amd pova Toug n o€
OUVEPYAOIa HE TA OUCTAPATA AVOPWITIOTIKAG

Outlining the situation of refugees
and asylum seekers in Greece
during the coronavirus pandemic.

Angelo Tramountanis’

During the past decades there has seen a sharp
increase in the number of displaced populations
worldwide. Based on data provided by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR?),
more than 100 million displaced people were
recorded in 2022, a number expected to rise to 120
million by 2023.

When a humanitarian/ refugee crisis occurs, the
international community wusually responds by
establishing a humanitarian assistance mechanism.
One such mechanism was the ESTIA program in
Greece, which began to be implemented in
2015-2016 and aimed to assist in better managing
the unfolding refugee crisis. However, accumulated
international  experience  demonstrates that
humanitarian assistance mechanisms may not be
the optimal solution when these crises become
protracted and extend over many years or even
decades.

Based on this rationale, the World Bank
commissioned the international research
programme "Social Protection Responses to Forced
Displacement”, in order to investigate on whether
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BonBelag, pmopouv va cuvOopdpouv KAAUTEPA TOUG
TAnBuopoUg autoug. Me etaipoug ot EAAAGdq,
KoAopBia «kat Kapepolv, xwpeg OnAadn Tmou
xapaktnpifovtat  amd  OlaWOPETIKA  emimeda
OIKOVOUIKAG avanmtuéng, Babuo wpluotntag Ttou
KPATOUG TPOVOLAG KAl EKTOMIOHEVO TANOUGHO ToU
pAoevouv To €0agOC TOUG, KATA Tn OldPKELd TOU
2021 ekmovnBnKav PEYAANG KAIHAKag TTOCOTIKEG Kal
TIOLOTIKEG EPEUVEC.

Ztnv EAAGOa n é€peuva mpaypatomolibnke o€
Atk Kat lwdvviva tnv avoln tou 2021, pe TIg
10laiTeEpa ONUAVTIKEG KAl CUVEXEIG TTPOKANGCELG KAl TO
OUVEXWG HETaBaAAopevo medio Adyw tng mavonpiag
TOU KopwvoloUu. H mocotiki €épeuva eKTTOVAONKE e
™ péBodo Tou quota sampling oe deiypa 1500
YNYEVWY, TPOoPUYWY KAl daltouviwy dAculo.
EmmAéov, mpaypatomobnkav meplocotePeS amo 90
TTOLOTIKEG OUVEVTEUEELG HE EKTPOOWTIOUG (POPEWY,
TANPOPOPNTEG KAEIOLA, YNYEVEIG, TPOCPUYEG Kal
ALTOUVTEC ACUAO.

Ta eupipata NG €£peuvag eival Olaitepa
mAoucla, Kal avamtuccovtal MANPw¢ otnv EBvikn
‘EkBeon tou mpoypdppatog. MNa toug okomoug Tou
Tapovto¢ apbpou Oa EemMKEVIPWOOUHPE Of TPELG
ONHAVTIKEG DEPATIKEG TTEPLOXEC.

To mpwto elpnua agopd Tnv e€aipetika
OUCXEPNC OIKOVOUIKI) Katdotaon Twv MPoo@UywV
Kal aitoUvVTtwv douAo Tou O€iyuatog. XnHEWWVETAl
€0 OTL Ol AITOUVTEG AcUAO AAUBAVOUV OIKOVOMLKN
gvioxuon mou mapéxetal amd to mpdypaupa ESTIA,
1o omoio eival 100% xpnUAToO0TOUUEVO ATO TMOPOUG
g EE. AvtiBEtwg, ol avayvwplopévol TTPOGPUYEG
otagatouv va AauBAavouv TNV OIKOVOUIKN €vioxuon
AUECWG PETA TNV avayvwplon tng MTPOCQUYIKNAG TOUG
010TNTag, Kai Katd ouvémela 6Oa mpémel  va
(PPOVTICOUV HOVOL TOUG Yld TNV OLKOVOUIKA TOUG
AQUTApPKELQ.

2TnV €pwtnon “mdco IKavomolnyéVvol Ei0TeE e TNV
OLKOVOUIKI} KATAoTAon TOU VOIKOKUPLoU 6ag;”, €va
Wlaitepa onuavtiko 71% Twv mPoo@uywv Kat 61%
TWV Altouviwy dacuAo dnAwoav ott sival “amoAuta
un-tkavomotnuévol”  (ypdgnua 1).  EmmAfov,
TPOPAVWCE YId VA HTTOPECOUV VA avtameEEABOUV OTIC
avAyKeC TOUG, 3 OTOUG 4 TTPOCYPUYEC Kal AITOUVTEC
aculo (73%) dnAwvouv OTL £€xouv OAVEICTEL XpApATA
TOUuG TeAeuTtaioug 12 PNVEC amod OlKOYEVELd, (piAoug,
OUYYEVEIC, evw 4 otoug 10 mpoowuyeg (38%) Twg
EXOUV AdBeL XxpApata Kal amo To EWTEPIKO.

the alignment or integration of social protection
systems to humanitarian assistance programmes,
can better support these populations in need. With
partners in Greece, Colombia and Cameroon, i.e.
countries characterized by different levels of
economic development, maturity of the welfare
state and type of displaced population they host in
their territory, large-scale quantitative and
qualitative surveys were carried out in 2021.

Research in Greece was carried out in the Attica
and loannina regions in the spring of 2021, amidst
the ongoing challenges and the constantly shifting
landscape imposed by the coronavirus pandemic.
Quantitative research was carried out by quota
sampling methodology on a sample of 1500 natives,
refugees and asylum seekers. In addition, more
than 90 qualitative interviews were conducted with
INGO and NGO representatives, key informants,
natives, refugees and asylum seekers.

Research findings proved to be particularly rich,
and are analysed in the Greek National Report. For
the scope of this article we will highlight findings
from three key thematic areas.

The first finding underlines the extremely harsh
economic conditions that refugees and asylum
seekers face in Greece. Asylum seekers receive
financial assistance provided by the ESTIA
programme, which is 100% financed by EU funds. In
contrast, refugees stop receiving financial support
immediately after their refugee status is
recognized, and consequently have to make plans
for their own financial self-sufficiency.

When asked "how satisfied are you with the
financial situation of your household?”, 71% of
refugees and 61% of asylum seekers stated that
they are “completely dissatisfied” (Figure 1). In
addition, and evidently in order to meet their
needs, 3 out of 4 refugees and asylum seekers (73%)
state that in the last 12 months they have borrowed
money from friends, family and relatives, while 4
out of 10 refugees (38%) have received money from
abroad.
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Fpdpnua 1.[1000 IkKavoTOINUEVOI EICTE LIE TNV OIKOVOUIKN KATAOTAON TOU VOIKOKUPIOU 0ag;
Figure 1.How satisfied are you with the financial situation of your household?
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Source: Tramountanis, A., Linardis, A., Mouriki, A., Gerakopoulou, P., Kondyli, D., Papaliou, O.,Varouxi, C., and Levine, S. (2022), Humanitarian
assistance and social protection responses to the forcibly displaced in Greece. London: ODI.

Ta avwtépw Ocixvouv tnv 0waitepa OUOKOAN
OlKOVOUIK)  TOUG  KATtdotdon, YEYOvoG  Tou
emBeBalwveTal KAl amd ta €UPAUATA TNG TOLOTIKNAG
épeuvag. “To Bonbnua gival apkeTo povo yla va unv
nebaveig, eivar @Twxela’, ONAWVEL £€vac altwv
AouMo, €VW KATOL0G AAAOG CUUTTANPWVEL TTWG “amo
Ti¢ 20 kaBe unva, Ogv pou pEVel timota. Ta xpruata
(pTAVOUV I0VO Yia va [ag Kpatnoouv {wviavoug”.

Me Bdon ta supnpata autd, CUPTEPAiveETAl OTL
TO OIKOVOUIKO Bonbnua mou AapBdvetal PEow Tou
nmpoypdupatog ESTIA kaAumtel povo TIG BAOLKEG
TOUC avAYKEG, N APKETEG POPEC, oUTE Kav autég. To
peiov wotoco mpoBAnua agopd tov MANBUCHO TToU
e€EpxeTal amo 1o cuotnua avlpwmioTikng Bonbelag
otav avayvwpilovtat wg mpoocuyes. lMa tov
TANOUGHO aUTO N OIKOVOHIKN €VIioXUuon OlAKOTTETAL
oxe0OV dpeca, Kal TMPEMEL PEoa O TOAU HIKPO
XPOVIKO OlAoTNHa, €KTOG Twv MOAAwV AAAwv, va
(PPOVTIOOUV KAl Yld TNV €UPECH OLKOVOUIKWY TTOPWY
yla tn owaBiwon toug.

To dgUtEPO oNUAVTIKO €UPNUA TNG £pEUvVAg ival
OTL N UQICTAUEVN KAtdotaon EXel 00NyroeEl TOUG
MPOCQUYEC Kal altouvte¢ dcuAo va aicBdvovrai
aBeBaiotnta yia 1o HEAAOV TOUG Kal WG EXOUV XAOEI
ToV EAgyxo tn¢ {wri¢ Toug.

The above illustrate the dire financial situation
of this population, a fact which is further confirmed
by the qualitative research findings. "The economic
assistance is only enough so that you don't die, it's
poverty”, states an asylum seeker, while another
adds that "from the 20th of each month, | have
nothing left. The money is just enough to keep us
alive.”

Based on these findings, it is argued that the
financial assistance received through the ESTIA
program only covers asylum seekers’ basic needs,
or plenty of times, not even those. The main
problem, however, concerns the population that
exits the humanitarian assistance system when they
are recognized as refugees. For this population,
financial support is interrupted almost immediately,
and among many other things they must also find
financial resources to support their livelihood.

The second important finding of the research is
that refugees and asylum seekers in Greece feel
uncertainty about their future, and that they have
lost control over their lives.
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Me Bdon TIC ouvbnkeg Katd Ttn OlAPKELd
Ole€aywyng TnNg €peuvag, Ol Altouvieg AoUAO
OlapEvouv Katd KUplo AOYw o€ OlapEPioPATa Tou
nmpoypdppatog ESTIA n og dopég @lAoeviag. MOALG
avayvwpilovtal wg mMPOcPUYEG, 0 MANBUCHOC autog
opeidel va eykataAsipel TNV  mapaxwpnbeioa
Katolkia tou &viog 30 nuepwv. MIKpO povo PEPOG
TOU TPOCPUYIKOU TAnBuopoU umootnpiletal (kat
yla péyloto OSldotnua €wg 12 pnveg) amod TG
mpoBAéWelg Tou mpoypdppatog HELIOS avagopika
HE TN OTEYAON TOUC. XNHEIWVETAL OTL TOCO Ol OOUEC
@woeviag tou ESTIA 6oo kat ot Opdcelg TOU
nmpoypdappatog HELIOS katd tn didpkela uAomoinong
NG €peuvag Ntav xpnuatodotoupeveg amo tnv EE.

‘Onwg XapakInploTIKA @aivetal amo to Mpagnpa
2 Tapakdtw, ol plooi mpoo@uyeg (51%) Kat 4 otoug
10 (41%) aitouvteg dAouAo Tou  Otiypartog
aicbavovtal améAuta pn-tKavomolnpévol he tn {wn
TOUG QUuTEG TIG NUEPEC. Avtiotoixa mooootd
TPOKUTTOUV Kdal ot AAAn ouva@n €gpwincn Ttng
Epeuvacg, Kabwg 56% twv mpoo@uywv Kal 45% twv
atrtouvtwy aculo dnAwoav OTL Tov TeEAeutaio pnRva
alcbavovrat mw¢ Ogv pmopouv va eAéyfouv Ta
onpavtika {ntnuata otn {wn Toug.

Based on the conditions at the time of the
fieldwork, asylum seekers were mainly staying in
reception facilities or ESTIA program apartments.
Once recognized as refugees, this population need
to vacate their residences within 30 days. Only a
small part of the refugee population is supported by
the provisions of HELIOS program regarding their
housing (for a maximum period of up to 12 months).
During the implementation of the research both
ESTIA accommodation and HELIOS initiatives were
EU funded.

As demonstrated in Figure 2, half of the
refugees (51%) and 4 in 10 (41%) asylum seekers in
our sample feel completely dissatisfied with their
lives these days. Corresponding percentages are
evident from another related question of the
survey, as 56% of refugees and 45% of asylum
seekers stated that in the last month they feel that
they cannot control the important issues in their
lives.

Fpadpnua 2.l16co (kavomoinuevol giote e ™ {wh 0ag auteg TIG NUEPEG;
Figure 2.How satisfied are you with your life as a whole these days?
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Source: Tramountanis, A., Linardis, A., Mouriki, A., Gerakopoulou, P., Kondyli, D., Papaliou, O.,Varouxi, C., and Levine, S. (2022), Humanitarian
assistance and social protection responses to the forcibly displaced in Greece. London: ODI.
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Katd  ouvémela, mapAYoOvIeEG  OTMWG N
TapATeETAPévn OlAPOVH TWV atoUviwy AcUAo o€
O0opEC @AOEeviag, n €€000C TwWV aAvVAYVWPIOHEVWY
mpoo@Uywyv amdé To oUoTNUAd  avlpwIoTIKAG
Bonbelag xwpi¢ TNV Tapoxn o€ OAOUC €EVOG
peETaBatikoU  OUCTAMATOG, Ol  TIEPLOPIOPEVEG
OuvatotnTteg amacxoAnong, Kat n &V YEVEL
aBeBaiotnta, @aivetalt mw¢ emnpealouv TPOG TO
XEIPOTEPO TNV ToloTNTA {WNG TOUG.

T€Aog, €va akopa onPavtiko eupnua tng Epeuvag
givat Ot o1 avayvwpiouEvol TPOCQUYEC O€EV
yvwpilovuv nw¢ eival gv Ouvduel Olkalouxol Twv
KOIVWVIKWY EMIOOUATWY TOU KPATOUG MPOovolac, Kal
Kata ouvemela, ol aplbuoi autwyv mou ta AauBavouv
gival e€alpeTika UIKpoi.

Mpokelévou €va atopa va AdBel kamolo emidopa
TOU KPATtoug mpdvolag, MPEMEL aoPAAwS va TAnpol
Ul OElpd amo mMPoUTOBECELG, OLAPOPETIKEG Yia KABE
emidopa. MNa ToOuC avayvwplopEvoug TPOGPUYEC
TPOKUTTEL OTL PId OEIPA ATO YPAWPEIOKPATIKA Kdal
aAAa epmodia duoxalpEvouv Tnv mpooBacr Toug ot
autd. ‘Etol, povo duo (2) amd toug 310 TPOCPUYEG
TTOU CUMHETEIXAV OTNV TMOCOTIKA £pguva AdpBavav
KAmola Hop@n KOWWVIKOU E£MOOHATOC (AHPOTEPOL
emidopa avepyiag).

Qotooo, Ta gupnupata tng £psuvag tovifouv OTL
Ol avayvwplopévol Tpoo@uyeg Ogv yvwpilouv ta
emoOoOUaTa TOU KPATOUG TpoOvolag, Kal Katd
OUVETIEL, OtV TIPOBAIVOUV OTIC OXETIKEG EVEPYEIEC
yla va ta Oiekdiknoouv. Mo cuyKekplpéva, HOVo To
8% Twv TpooPUYwV YVwpilel OTL UTAPXEL TO
emidopa avepyiag, evw Ta umoAoima emdopata
(OTMWC EVOEIKTIKA TO EAAXIOTO E£YYUNHEVO £1000NHa,
10 emidopa maidlol f EVOLKIOU) TOUG Eival TMPAKTIKA
ayvwotd.

Katd ouvémela, ol avayvwploPEVOL TTPOCPUYEG
O0ev AauBavouv ta €mAOPATA YIATI OTN CUVTPLTTIKN
Toug mAsloyn®ia dsv yvwpilouv tnv UTMapén Touc.
2e mepimtwon mou autd AAAade, TOTE EVOEXOUEVWC
Ba umnpxe n OuvaroTNTA Yl TNV IO OHAAn
HETABAON TOUG amo TO KABEOTWGE TNG AVOPWITIOTIKNAG
TPOOTACIAC Kal TNV HE KAAUTEPOUG Opoug
EVOWHATWON TOUG 0TNV EAANVIKA Kolvwvid.

Ta avwtépw amoteAouV pla emAoyn Hovo amod ta
mAouola eupnuata tng Oebvoug €peuvag “Social
Protection Responses to Forced Displacement”, n
omoia, petall dAAAwv, oOKlaypagsi kat tnv
KATAoTaon TwV TPooPUYwV Kdl altouviwyv AcUAo

Therefore, a number of factors such as the
prolonged stay of asylum seekers in reception

facilities, recognized refugees’ exit from
humanitarian assistance without transitional
mechanisms (such as HELIOS) for all, limited

employment opportunities, alongside with the
general uncertainty, seem to contribute towards
worsening their quality of life.

Finally, another important research finding is
that recognized refugees are not aware they are
potential beneficiaries of the Greek welfare state
benefits, and consequently, the numbers of those
who receive them are extremely low.

In order for a person to receive a welfare state
benefit, they must meet a number of prerequisite
criteria. However, a number of structural,
bureaucratic and other obstacles hinder refugees’
access to these benefits. As a result, only two (2) of

the 310 refugees who participated in the
quantitative survey were receiving some form of
social benefit (in both cases unemployment
benefits).

In addition, research findings emphasize that
recognized refugees are not aware of welfare state
benefits, and consequently, do not take the
necessary actions to claim them. More specifically,
only 8% of refugees are aware of the unemployment
benefit, while others (such as the minimum
guaranteed income, child or rent benefits) are
practically unknown to this population.

Therefore, recognized refugees in Greece do not
receive state welfare benefits because the vast
majority of them are not aware of their existence.
If that was to change, a smoother transition from
the humanitarian assistance regime would then be
possible, as well as their gradual integration into
Greek society on better terms.

Findings and analysis presented in this article
draw from the Greek National Report of the "Social
Protection Responses to Forced Displacement”
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otnv EAAGda katd tn Oldpkela tng mavonpiag tou
Kopwvolou.

MeplooOTEPEG  TANPOWPOPIEG KAl  AVAAUTIKA
gupnuata ywa tnv EAAGda mapéxovrat otnv EAANVIKA
€0VIKN £kBeon: cuvOeoUOC.

Ou epeuvnTIKEG €KOEOEIG yla TIG UTOAOLTEG
XWPES, KABWC KAl CUYKPITIKEG/ CUVOETIKEG EKOOOELG
givat OlaBEoipeg otnv loToceAida TOU

TPOYPAUHATOG: CUVOECLIOC.

KaAAlEpywvTag TNV KPITIKA OKEWYN
OlaAOYIKA: EPTEIPIEG A0 aibouceg
oidaokaAiag.

[wpyoc Mmbuuntpng’

To Ixédlo «Aldhoyog - dialogue down the
post-truth hole: programmes and tools for digging
through information and beliefs in the post-truth
era» UAOTOINONKE UG TOV OuVTOVIoHO Tou EKKE,
oTo TmAaiclo Tou Tmpoypdppuatog Erasmus+ KA2
Higher Education kat oAokAnpwOnke tov Mdiwo tou
2022. To £pyo amOOKOTMOUGE OTNV avamrtuén
EKTAIOEUTIKWY TPOYPAUUATWY BACIOPEVWY  OTNV
mpowbnon TNG KPITIKNG OKEWNG, He medio
EQAPHOYNG TNV TpltoBAbula ekmaidsuon Kat tnv
ekmaideuon evnAikwy o€ 6 xwpeg tng EE: EAAGdq,
ItaAia, lomavia, Hvwpévo BaciAelo, BouAyapia kat
Poupavia.

H peyaAltepn mpokAnon (kat n HeyaAutepn
aia) Tng ouvepyaciag mou emMTEUXONKE 0TO MAdicLo
Tou £pyou AlGAOYOG, EVIOMIOTNKE €€ ApPXNg oOTNV

ETEPOYEVEID TWV OUPHETEXOVIWV QPOPEWV: TdA
TECOEPA  TAVEMOTAPW ™G ouumpagng  -to
Mavemotngio Complutense g Madpitng, TO

Mavemotiyio Metropolitan tou MdAvtoeotep, TO
EAgUBepo Mavemotpio Tou Mmoupykag, Kabwg Kat
10 Mavemotnuio Telematica Pegaso- 0 €peUVNTIKOG
(PopEac Kat ouvtoviotig tou £pyou (EKKE) kat ot
Ouo mdpoxol ekmaidsuong evnAikwyv (ARES Scarl kat
Texviko KoAAéyio I.C. Stefanescu), €dpeuvouv o€ 6
XWPeC NG EE pe diapopég oto vopobeTikO mAdiclo
Kal Tn Beopikn opydvwon. Mapd tig OUCKOAIES EvVOg
1000 TOIWKIAOPOpOU Tmediou, Ol OUvOAlka 17

programme. The full Greek National Report is
available online: link.

Research reports for Cameroon and Colombia,
as well as comparative/synthetic reports, are
available on the program’s website: link.

Cultivating critical thinking
dialogically: experiences from the
classroom

Giorgos Bithymitris®

The Project "Dialogue down the post-truth hole:
programmes and tools for digging through
information and beliefs in the post-truth era" was
implemented under the coordination of EKKE, in
the framework of the Erasmus + KA 2 Higher
Education programme (co-funded by the European
Union and managed by the State Scholarships
Foundation I.K.Y.) and was completed in May 2022.
The project aimed to develop educational
programmes based on the cultivation and promotion
of critical thinking in Higher and Adult Education in
6 EU countries: Greece, Italy, Spain, the United
Kingdom, Bulgaria and Romania.

The biggest challenge (and the greatest value)
of the cooperation achieved in the framework of
the Dialogos project, was identified from the outset
in the heterogeneity of the participating actors: the
four universities of the partnership the
Complutense University of Madrid, the Metropolitan
University of Manchester, the Free University of
Burgas, as well as the University of Telematica
Pegaso - the research institute that led the project
(EKKE) and the two adult education providers (ARES
Scarl and I.C. Stefanescu Technical College), are

3 Epeuvntrig, Ivotitouto Koivwvikwy Epsuvay, EOviko Kévtpo Kotvwvikwy Epeuvwy (EKKE)/
Researcher, Institute of Social Research, National Centre for Social Research (EKKE), email: gbithvmitris@ekke.gr
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MAOTIKEG  €PAPUOYEG, HE  ouppetoxn 520
omoudaoTWV/TPLWY KATEDEIEAV TA TMAEOVEKTAMATA
piag moAudldotatng MPOCEYYlonNg otnv UAomoinon
pabnudatwy mou Bacilovtal TNV KPITIKA OKEWN.

Mépav TNG ETEPOYEVELAG TNG CUPTIPAENG, TIPETIEL
va An@Bsi umoywn Ot €vag akplBng Kal Kolvog
OPLOHOG TNG KPLTIKAG OKEWNG, €iTE WG BewpnTiki
évvola, eite wg terminus technicus, sivat dUokoAo
va emteuxBei. Ot SlaPOPETIKES OMTIKEG, ol agieg, Ta
oucTApata meMoBRoewyY, €V OAlyolg N TOAITIOMIKN

OlatepoTNTa  TWV  ATOHIKWY KAl  GUAAOYIKWY
UTTOKEIPEVWY, KaBLoTOUV TO KOO £0agog TNng
EVVOLOAGYNONG ™Nng KPITIKAG OKEWYNG,

ap@oBnToUpevo. Autd OV AKUPWVEL TN duvatotnta
avalftnong ouvavtiAnwng. AvtiBETwe, n teAsutaia
givat ouvati povo oto Babud mou ta EPTAEKOMEVA
HEpn Oeopevovtat o€  OlaAoyoug, OnAadn o€
OOUNHEVEC OLAAOYIKEG GUVAVTINOEIG TIOU EMITPETIOUV
mopeleg aAnbelag, KIVACEIC TTPOG Evav Tapaywylko
AGYO Kal OX1 o€ pla amoAutn aAnBeta () og MOAAEQ).

Me autd TO OKEMTIKO, TO £pyo AldAoyog
TIPOTEIVEL £vaVv CUHUTEPIANTITIKO OPIOHO, TOV OTOIOo
Exel eme€epyaocOel 0 APEPIKAVIKOC EKTTALOEUTIKOG HN
KEPOOOKOTIKOG opyaviopog Foundation of Critical
Thinking, péAnua tou omoiou gival n mpowOnon tnNg
OUCLAOTIKAG aAAayng otnv eKmaidsuon kai tnv
Kolvwvia PEOw TNG KAAAEPYEWAG TNG KPLTIKAG
oKEWYNG*:

H kputikn okéwn e€ivat n  davontikd
nel@apxnuévn oladikacia oUAANWNG, €@APHOYNG,
avaAuong, ouvBeong n/Kat aloAoynong
TANPOWOPLWY TOU CUAAEyovtal i mapdyovtat amo
mapatipnon, gumELpia, TPOBANUATIOHO,
GUAAOYIOHO 1) EMIKOVWVIA. TNV UTOOELYHATIKN TOU
pop@n, Baociletal ot KAaBOAIKEG OlavontikeéG atieg
Tou umepBaivouv TOV EMOTNHOVIKO KATAHUEPIOHO
epyaciag, Omwg oagnvela, akpiBewa, ouvemelq,
ouvagela, OnAwTIkO Babog, eUpog Kal EVIIPOTNTA.

Kopilel apaye n xpron tg €vvolag KAtl VEo ot
otoxoBecia twv akadnuaikwy Wpupdtwy; H kpitikn
oKEWYN eival €vag ONHO@IANG 0poG OTIC KOVWVIKEG
Kal AvBpwmioTikéG Emotnpeg, TouAdxiotov amo tn
Oekaetia tou 1980. H yAwoowkn otpo@n, n
HETA-OTPOUKTOUPAAIOTIKN otpown, o)
HETAPOVTEPVIOHOG YEVIKA, padi pe aAAa dlavontikda
pevpyata, ap@oBATnoav TIC KANPOVOULEG TOU
YVWOTIKOU UTIOKEIPEVOU TNG VeEwTeEpKOTNTag. H
avalntnon Tt™C aAnbBelag £ywve IO TEPITAOKN

d https://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/defining-critical-thinking/766

based in 6 EU countries with differences in
legislative framework and institutional culture.
Despite the difficulties of such a diverse field, the
total of 17 pilot applications, with the participation
of 520 students, demonstrated the advantages of a
multidimensional approach to the implementation
of critical thinking-based courses.

Setting aside the partnership’s heterogeneity,
there is another challenge more profound and
difficult to be surpassed: the lack of a precise and
broadly shared definition of critical thinking, either
as a theoretical concept or as terminus technicus.
The different perspectives, values, belief systems,
as far as the cultural specificity of individual and
collective subjects, make the common ground of
the conceptualization of critical thinking,
questionable. This does not invalidate the ability to
search for a common understanding. On the
contrary, the latter is possible only to the extent
that the involved parties commit themselves to
dialogues, that is, to structured dialogical
encounters that allow truth trajectories,
movements towards a productive discourse, and not
to an absolute truth (or to several absolute truths).

In this vein, the Dialogos project proposes an
inclusive definition, elaborated by the American
educational non-profit organization ‘Foundation of
Critical Thinking,” whose concern is to promote
meaningful change in education and society through
the cultivation of critical thinking*:

Critical thinking is the intellectually disciplined
process of actively and skillfully conceptualizing,
applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating
information gathered from, or generated by,
observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or
communication, as a guide to belief and action. In
its exemplary form, it is based on universal
intellectual values that transcend subject matter
divisions: clarity, accuracy, precision, consistency,
relevance, sound evidence, good reasons, depth,
breadth, and fairness.
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umdbeon, oto BabBud TOU ol KOlVwVIEG Kal ol
avOpwImveg OXECELC Yivovtal OAo Kal o oUVOETEG,
PEUCTEC, Kal  eVOEXOMEVIKEG.  Qotoco, Ta
EMXEPAPATA TOU TUTOU ‘anything goes’ kat n
napayvwplon ¢ afiag tng avalntnong Ing
aAnBelag (akopn Kat av n aAnbela Oev eival Katl
ekel €Ew) ouvéEBaAAe o€ pla otadlakn oTpo®n MPOG
afieg, OlaOE0EI, OTACEIC KAl OUMTIEPIPOPES TIOU
TmposToipacay, KaAAlEpynoav Kat TeEAIKA
Katéotnoav Ouvato autd TOU €XEL TIEPLYPAPEL WG
mAdiolo TG PETA-aARBelag, cUH@WYA PE TO OTOI0
«ol avBpwmol eivat mo mbavd va OeXToUuvV Eva
emxeipnua pe Bdon Ta ouvalcbnpata Kai TG
TMEMOIONOEI] TOUG, Kal OXL €va EmMXeipnua Tmou
Baciletal os yeyovota»°.

Eutuxw¢, n  @AOCO@IKH OKEWYn Twv
TPONYOUHEVWY  QIWVWY, €XEL  TPOIKIOEL  TIC
EUPWTIAIKEG KOLVWVIEG OXL HOVO PE EMIPUAAEEIS WG
TPOC TNV avaykaldtnta Kabeotwtwv aAnbelag,
aAAd Kal pe KateuBUvVoElG TPOC Hid avolxTh Kdal
mapaywylkn avalntnon tng aAndeiag pe SlaAoyikda
péoa. XZe autd to mvelpa, to €pyo AlaAoyog Oev
TMPOETOIPAlEl TOUG EKMALOEUOUEVOUG/EC OTO vd
Kepdifouv oe pua oulntnon, GAAd OTO va
OoKlualouv TOCO TIC TIO OIKEIEG, OGO Kdal TIG
AlYOTEPO OLKEIEG, N AKOUA KAl TIG TIO TEPIEPYES YA
autoug/€g 10£€C, PE OTOXO TNV KAAUTEPN KAtavonon
TO00 ™ng TautotTnTag, 000 Kat g
OlAPOPETIKOTNTAG.

Ta amoteAéopata Tou €pyou (EPEUVNTIKA
amoteAéopara, oEPIVAPId  KATAPTIONG  TWV
EKTAIOEUTWY, TPOYPAUHATA OMOUdWY, TMAOTIKA
Tpoypdppata) ta omoia sivat mpooBAcipa PEOow TNG
lotooeAidag (oUVOECUOC), EVOEXOUEVWG VA (PAVOUV
XPNOIPA OE TOUG UTTEUBUVOUG XApa&ng TOALTIKAG Kal
HEAN g akadnuaikng KolvoTNTag TTou
evola@Epovtal va KAAAIEPYNOOUV TEPAITEPW TOV
ONHIOUPYLKO Kal KPITIKO oToXaopo. Ta mapakdtw
Baocka onueia ouvowilouv ta CUPTIEPACHATA TIOU
TPOEKUYAV HETA TNV OAOKANRPWON TOU £PYOU:

o’Eva mpoypappa pdbnong mou Baociletat otnv
KPLTIKN oKEWYN Ba pmopouce va oxedlaoTel €ite (a)
w¢ £€va VEO MABNpa / evotnta pE  OlAKPLTO
TPOYPAMUHA TIOU EMKEVTPWVETAL O BEpata, Omwe n
ol OlaTapaxeg tTnNg MANPoWopiag, ol AoyIKEG TAAVEG,
0 TANPOWYOPLAKOS YPAUHATIOHOG, €ite (B) g
Tpomomoinon €vog NOn UTAPXOVTog Habnpatog, To
omoio oulntd mapopola Ofpata. Xtnv Avwrtatn

J https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/post-truth

Does the use of the concept bring anything new
to the objectives of academic institutions? Critical
thinking has been a popular term in the Social
Sciences and Humanities, at least since the 1980s.
The linguistic turn, the post-structuralist turn,
postmodernism in general, along with other
intellectual currents, questioned the legacies of the
cognitive subject of modernity. The search for truth
became a more complicated matter, as societies
and human relationships became increasingly
complex, fluid, and contingent. Nonetheless,
‘anything goes' arguments and the ignorance of the
value of the search for truth (even if the truth is
not something out there) contributed to a gradual
shift towards values, moods, attitudes and
behaviors that prepared, cultivated, and ultimately
made possible what has been described as the
framework of post-truth, according to which
people are more likely to accept an argument based
on emotions and their beliefs, and not a fact-based
argument”.’

Fortunately, the philosophical thinking of
previous centuries has endowed European societies
not only with reservations about the necessity of
truth regimes, but also with directions towards an
open and productive search for truth by dialogical
means. Dialogos project is hardly interested in
preparing learners to win in a discussion; it rather
encourages them to put into test the most intimate,
familiar, self-evident, or even the most curious
ideas, in order to better understand both identity
and alterity.

The results of the project (research
outcomes, training seminars for trainers, curricula,
pilot projects) which are accessible through the
website (link),may be useful to policymakers and
members of academia interested in further
cultivating creative and critical thinking. The
following key points summarize the conclusions that
emerged after the completion of the project:

e A critical thinking-based learning program
could be delivered either (a) as a new
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Ekmaidsuon, n mpwtn emAoyn 6a pmopoucs va
0dnynoel o€ oladikaoieg motomnoinong,
AauBdavovtag umown TN OXETIKA oUOTACNH TOU
Eupwrmaikou  ZupBouAiou  oxeTikd pE  TA
HIKpodlamoteutnpla yia tn Oda Biou pdabnon, n
omoia amoteAEl KpioIUn cUVICTWOA TOU EUPWTAIKOU
BspatoAoyiou de€lotNTWY.

AV Kal TO KOlVO-0TOX0C otnv TpitoBaduia

Ekmaideuon Oa pmopolce va  mePIAApBAvEl
TPOYPAUHATA  METAMTUXIAKWY N aKOPd  Kdl
Ol0aKTOPIKWY  omoudwy, O AavTiKTumog Tou
TPOYPAUHPATOG €ival  HeEYAAUTEPOG OTA TPWTA

BApata tng EMOTNHOVIKAG GUYKPOTNONG.

o[lapoTl n OldpKEIWA £VOC TPOYPAUHATOC TOU
Baciletal otnVv KPITIKA OKEWDN, UTOPEL va MOLKIAEL,
éva oUVToHo padnua 4 ogplvapiwyv mou amoteAsital
1600 amo padnon otnv tafn, 00O Kal amd HOPYES
aolyxpovng Hadnong (wpeg HEAETNG, EPYACIEC,
e€WOIOAKTIKEG Opaoctnplotnteg) Oa apkouoe yla
TOUC OKOTIOUG TTOU TrEPLYPA@OVTAl TAPATIAVW.

«Av Kal ol dladikaocieg aloAoynong e€aptwvral
amo 1o BeoplkO TAaiclo oe KABe xwpa Kal os KABe
TAVEMIOTAYIO, Kamowa Hopen afloAoynong 1ng
mpoodou Oowv TapakoAouBoUv £va mpoypappa
puabnong mou Baciletalt oTNV KPITIKA  OKEWN,
Kpivetat  emBupnti. Ot evOla@ePOPEVOL/ G
KaAouvtat va mepinynbouv otnv €pyaAelobnkn
a€loAdynong (104) tou £pyou, n omoia ival emiong
avoLKTH PECW TOU LOTATOTOU (0UVOECLOC).

course/module focusing on topics such as
information disorders, logical fallacies, information
literacy, or (b) as a modification of an existing
course, which discusses similar topics. In Higher
Education, the first option could lead to
certification processes, taking into account the
relevant European Council Recommendation on
micro-credentials for lifelong learning, which is a
crucial component of the European Skills Agenda.

e Although the target audience in Higher
Education could include postgraduate or even
doctoral students, the impact of the program is
maximized in the first steps of the academic career.

e Although the duration of a critical
thinking-based program may vary, four seminar
meetings consisting of both classroom learning and
asynchronous learning (study hours, assignments,
extra-curricular activities) would be sufficient for
the purposes described above.

» Although evaluation processes depend on the
institutional framework in each country and at each
university, some form of assessment of the progress
of those who follow a critical thinking learning
programme is desirable. Interested parties are
invited to use the evaluation toolkit (I04) of the
project, which can be accessed through the project
website: (link).
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